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100 Books Before Graduation Suggested Reading List 
 

Academic Success 
028ADL Adler, Mortimer How to Read a Book: The Classic Guide to Intelligent Reading 

808.06665 Bas Bass, Carla Write to Influence! 

YA 650.1 Chr Christen, Carol What Color is Your Parachute? For Teens 

CIC 331.702 Col Fogg, Neeta, et al College Majors Handbook with Real Career Paths 

CIC 378.34 Tan Tanabe, Gen How to Write a Winning Scholarship Essay 

808.02 Tur Turabian, Kate Student's Guide to Writing College Papers 

CIC 331.702 Uni          U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics       Occupational Outlook Handbook 

 

Biography 
Bio Burroughs Burroughs, Augusten Running with Scissors 

Bio Jollett Jollett, Mikel  Hollywood Park 

YA Bio Krosoczka    Krosoczka, Jarrett Hey, Kiddo 

Bio Noah Noah, Trevor Born a Crime 

Bio Obama Obama, Michelle Becoming 

004.92 Pau Pausch, Randy The Last Lecture 

741.5944 Sat Satrapi, Marjane The Complete Persepolis 

616.02774 Skl Skloot, Rebecca The Immortal Life of Henrietta Lacks 

940.5318 Spi Spiegelman, Art  Maus I: My Father Bleeds History 

YA Bio Uwiringiyimana    Uwiringiyimana, Sandra How Dare the Sun Rise: Memoirs of a War Child 

Bio X X, Malcolm The Autobiography of Malcolm X 

 

Health and Wellness 
YA 155.5 Bie Biegel, Gina M. Be Mindful and Stress Less: 50 Ways to Deal with Your (Crazy) Life 

YA 616.89 Lif Burkhart, Jessica Life inside my Mind: 31 Authors Share their Personal Struggles 

155.232 Cai Cain, Susan Quiet: The Power of Introverts in a World that Can't Stop Talking 

YA 613.8 Cri Crist, James J. What's the Big Deal about Addictions?: Answers and Help for Teens 

158.2 Flo Floyd, Kory The Loneliness Cure: Six Strategies for Finding Real Connections in  

Your Life 

616.85225 Hen Hendriksen, Ellen       How to Be Yourself: Quiet Your Inner Critic and Rise Above Social  

Anxiety 

YA 616.89 Don Jensen, Kelly (Don't) Call Me Crazy: 33 Voices Start the Conversation about  

Mental Health 

YA 158.25 Mar Markovics, Joyce Relationship Smarts: How to Navigate Dating, Friendships, Family  

Relationships, and More 

158.1 Rap Rapazzini, Cynthia It's All About You: A Guide to Good Mental Health and Wellness 

YA 152.47 Tom Tompkins, Michael A. Zero to Sixty: A Teen's Guide to Manage Frustration, Anger, and  

Everyday Irritations 

YA 155.5 Woo Wooster, Patricia Ignite Your Spark: Discovering Who You Are from the Inside Out 
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Life Skills 
YA 332.6 Bat Bateman, Katherine The Young Investor: Projects and Activities for Making Your Money  

Grow 

J 509.252 Bol Bolden, Tonya Changing the Equation: 50+ US Black Women in STEM 

640 Bow Bowers, Sharon The Useful Book: 201 Life Skills They Used to Teach in Home Ec and  

Shop 

641.552 Bro Brown, Leanne Good and Cheap: Eat Well on $4/Day 

332.024 Cag Cagan, Michele,  The Infographic Guide to Personal Finance 

 Lariviere, Elisabeth 

YA 378.198 Coh Cohen, Harlan Naked Roommate: And 107 Other Issues You Might Run into in  

College 

YA 641.5 Gol Gold, Rozanne Eat Fresh Food: Awesome Recipes for Teen Chefs 

818.602 Hel Helbig, Grace Grace's Guide: The Art of Pretending to be a Grown-Up 

YA 170.44 Ale Kwame, Alexander  The Playbook: 52 Rules to Aim, Shoot, and Score in this Game  

Called Life 

332.024 Kiy Kiyosaki, Robert Rich Dad, Poor Dad 

650.1 New Newport, Cal So Good They Can't Ignore You: Why Skills Trump Passion in the  

Quest for Work You Love 

YA 331.7023 Mor Morgan, Genevieve Undecided: Navigating Life and Learning after High School 

YA 306.70835 Wal      Wallis, Pete, What Does Consent Really Mean? 

 Wallis, Thalia 

 

Recommended Literature 
SFic Adams Adams, Douglas The Hitchhiker’s Guide to the Galaxy 

Fic Austen Austen, Jane Pride and Prejudice 

Fic Baldwin Baldwin, James Another Country 

741.5 Duf Duffy, Damian, Octavia E. Butler's Kindred: A Graphic Novel 

 Jennings, John 

Fic Kafka Kafka, Franz Metamorphosis and Other Stories 

Fic Kerouac Kerouac, Jack On the Road 

Fic Mandel Mandel, Emily St. John Station Eleven 

Fic Morrison Morrison, Toni The Bluest Eye 

Fic Murakami Murakami, Haruki Norwegian Wood 

Fic Orwell Orwell, George Animal Farm 

811.54 Sha Shange, Ntozake For Colored Girls Who Have Considered Suicide When the Rainbow  

is Enuf 

Fic Silko Silko, Leslie Marmon Ceremony 

823.8 Stoker Sto Stoker, Bram Dracula 

Fic Steinbeck Steinbeck, John The Grapes of Wrath 

YA Fic Tolkien Tolkien, J.R.R. The Hobbit 

Fic Vuong Vuong, Ocean On Earth We’re Briefly Gorgeous 

Fic Walker Walker, Alice The Color Purple 
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Social Issues 
DAU 305.896 Bal Baldwin, James The Fire Next Time 

305.800973 Coa Coates, Ta-nehisi Between the World and Me 

320.01 Pol DK Publishing The Politics Book: Big Ideas, Simply Explained 

791.4302 Gue Guerrero, Diane In the Country We Love: My Family Divided 

363.330973 Hog Hogg, David #NeverAgain: A New Generation Draws the Line 

YA 741.5 Lew Lewis, John March, Books 1 – 3 

YA 302.3 May Mayrock, Aija The Survival Guide to Bullying 

YA 362.883 Pro Prout, Chessy I Have the Right To: A High School Survivor's Story of Sexual  

Assault, Justice, and Hope 

305.550973 Qua Quart, Alissa Squeezed: Why Our Families Can't Afford America 

YA 305.800973 Rey Reynolds, Jason Stamped: Racism, Antiracism, and You 

YA 364.1555 Sla Slater, Dashka  The 57 Bus 

 

YA Fiction 
YA Fic Abdel-Fattah Abdel-Fattah, Randa The Lines We Cross 

YA Fic Adeyemi Adeyemi, Tomi Children of Blood and Bone 

YA 741.5 And Anderson, Laurie Halse Speak 

YA Fic Azad Azad, Nafiza The Candle and the Flame 

SFic Butler Butler, Octavia Kindred 

YA Fic Choi Choi, Mary H. K. Emergency Contact 

YA Fic Flake Flake, Sharon G. Pinned 

YA Fic Forna Forna, Namina The Gilded Ones 

YA Fic Gansworth    Gansworth, Eric If I Ever Get Out of Here: A Novel with Paintings 

YA Fic Gilbert Gilbert, Kelly Joy Picture Us in the Light 

YA Fic Gregorio Gregorio, I. W. This is My Brain in Love 

YA Fic Hammonds Hammonds Reed, Christina The Black Kids 

YA Fic Iturbe Iturbe, Antonio The Librarian of Auschwitz 

YA Fic Kuhn Kuhn, Sarah I Love You so Mochi 

YA Fic LaCour LaCour, Nina We Are Okay 

YA Fic Lee Lee, Stacey The Downstairs Girl 

YA Fic Mathieu Mathieu, Jennifer Moxie 

YA Fic Menon Menon, Sandhya When Dimple Met Rishi 

YA Fic Myers Myers, Walter Dean Lockdown 

YA Fic Niven Niven, Jennifer Holding Up the Universe 

YA Fic Powell Powell, Patricia Loving vs Virginia: A Documentary Novel of the Landmark Civil  

Rights Case 

YA Fic Roe Roe, Robin A List of Cages 

YA Fic Silvera Silvera, Adam They Both Die at the End 

YA 741.5 Ste Stevenson, Noelle Nimona 

YA Fic Stone Stone, Nic Dear Martin 

YA Fic Stork Stork, Francisco X. Marcelo in the Real World 

YA Fic Summers Summers, Courtney Sadie 

YA Fic Watson Watson, Renee Piecing Me Together 

YA 741.5 Yan Yang, Gene American Born Chinese 

YA Fic Yoon Yoon, Nicola The Sun is Also a Star 


